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marriage when he relates the following experience of a young woman.
"But now that I am a woman, my father refuses me to a beggar
and plans to bestow me on a certain wholesaler named Arthapati, a
rich man as his name indicates, This calamity, you must know,
impends at dawn of day.1'1

3.   The Prajapatya Type of Marriage

There was another type of marriage known as Prajclpatya. This
system appears to have been in conformity to the warnings of Kalidasa,
wio observes that a union especially among private persons should be
made after careful scrutiny.3 According to this form of marriage,
the prospective husband approached the girl's father through, an
agent in order to settle the match.3 If the father or rather the
parents agreed to the proposal, preparations were made for the celeb-
ration of the marriage, an auspicious day was fixed and the thorough-
fare leading to the bride's house gaily decorated with silks, flags and
arches;4 Meanwhile unwidowed ladies5 prepared the bride for the
occasion, adorned lier with the durva grass and a silken robe below
her waist, applied sandal-oil, kalei/aka and Iddhra dust over her body,
and led her away to the batbJ There, over her the women poured
water from urns and arraying her in the choicest white robes took her
away to a canopied pandal, where she had to sit on a vedi facing
the east7

Here she was fully adorned. They ornamented her hair with a
chaplet of fragrant grass8, painted her limbs with iaguru and
gorocana paste9, dyed her cheeks with saffron, jewelled her ears with
bunches of yam or barley,10 reddened her lips with vermilion, hues,
painted her feet with the lac-dye and her eyes with unguents and
burdened her with a variety of rich ornaments.11 When the bride's
mother fastened her daughter's wrist with the kautuka, the auspicious
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